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DECLARATION 


Of His Moſt Sacred Majeſty; 


King James 11. 


To all His Loving 


SUBJECTS 


IN I HE 


KINGDOM « ENGLAND. 


TFAMES R. 


Lthough the many Calumnies and diſmal Stories, by which Our. Enemies 
have endeavour'd to render Us and Our Government Odious to the World, 


do now appear to have been advanced by them, not only without any 

Ground, but againſt their own Certain Knowledge ; as is evident by their 
not daring to attempt the proving theſe Charges to the World, which We cannot but 
hope hath oper'd the Eyes of Our good Subjects, to ſee how they have been impoſed 
npon by deſigning Men ; who, to promote their own Ambitious Ends, care not what 
Slavery they reduce Our Kingdoms to.: Yer, We cannot but rejoyce, that We have had 
an Opportunity to demonſtrate the-Falſneſs and Malice of their Pretences, ſince Our 
; Arrival in this Our Kingdom of Ireland; by making it Our chief Concern to ſatisfy the 
Minds of Our Proteſtant Subjects : The Defence of their Religion, Priviledges and Pro- 
-perries, is equally Our Care with the recovery of Our Rights. To this end, We have 
preferred ſuch of them, of whoſe Loyalty and AfﬀeCtion We are fatisfied, to Places 
both of the higheſt Honor and Truſt about Our Perſon, as well as in Our Army. We 
have, by granting Our Royal Protection to ſuch whoſe Minds were ſhaken by the 


rts of Our Rehellioss Subje#s, Wipe!l'd2dfir Apprehenſions, and effeftnally ſecured 
them againſt rhe Arremprs, evenaft chair eh" 4 Our Ear hath been alway 
open to their Juſt Complaints; &@ far Tath Or Royal Mercy been extended, to 
thoſe who were in Arms agairft Ms, that We havg:aQtually Pardoned ſeveral Hundreds 
of them ; and moſt Notorious Crimwali ate kept jo av'qaſic Confinement ( as they them- 
ſelves acknowledge.) © Kt 
We have taken Care that Our Subjefts of the-Church: of England be not diſturbed in 
the Exerciſe of their Religion, the Poſſeſſion of their\Benefices and other Proper- 
ties; and all Proteſtant Difſenters enjoy Liberry of their Conſciences, without any 
moleſtation. And out of Our Royal Care for the Proſperity of Our People, We have 
recommended to Our Parkament, as the Firſt Thing neceflary to be diſpatched, to ſettle 
ſuch a Security and Liberty, both in Spiritual and Temporal Matters, as may put an 
End to theſe Diviſions, which have been the Source of all Our Miſeries ; Being reſolved, 
as much as in Us lyes, to entail Liberty and Happineſs upon Our People fo far, as to 
put it out of the Power of Our Succeſlors. to Invade the one, or Infringe the other. 
And this, We take God to Witneſs, was always Our deſign; of which We ſee Our good 
Subjets here are more and morc Convinced, by the great Numbers of thoſe, who 
heying been Seduced, op Frighined, by the-rgftlcſs hmportungeiegof.Oug Engmigcg, ave 
retugged to their Country and Hahirgtions3 and w\aſſure Ys, 'daily more woſla fal- 
low,” if the-Ports wee open : Byt the Opto know too well the ſinceriry &f. Our 
Intentions, to permit a free Paſſage of Our faid Subjefts ; fearing nothing more than 
that their Experience ſhould pudeceive the reſt, who are reſtrained more through Ig- 
norance than any ill [gation : And tberefare deny them toe Liberty which We 
afford to all, whoſe deſigns We are fatished tend not to the diſturbance. of the 
Peace. * 
By this Our Gracious and Royal Care of Our Proteſtant Subjefts here, ( where the 
greateſt part of Our Nation is Catholick ) and have, as well as We, received the higheſt 
rovocation from their Fellow-Subjects of contrary Perſuaſions : So that nothing, bur 
ur Own inclination to Juſtice, and deſire to ſee Our People Flouriſh, could move Us 
to ſuch a Proceeding. We hope Qyr $ubje&s'in England will make a Judgment of 
what they may expect from Us: And We do hereby promiſe and declare, That nothing 
ſhall eyer alter Oug Reſolugions to purſue ſuch, and no-other Methods, as by Our faid 
Subjefts jn Parlianggnt fhall be found proper fox Our common $ccurity, Peace and 
Happineſs. And that none.may be debarr'd of affiſting Us in recovering of Oar Rights, 
and redeeming OwrPeople om their preſent Slavery,*out of any apprehenſion bn 
paſt Miſcarriages ; We do hereby aſſure all Our Subjects, of what Quality ſoever, let 
their Crimes agginſt Us be never ſo great ; That ifin Twenty Days after Our appear- 
ing in Perſon im Our Kingdom of En , they return to their Obedience, by deſert- 
ing-Opr Engmies and -joyning with We will grant them Our full Pardon, and all 
pot Niſcarriages ſhall pw Þ : $0 ligcle do We delight in the Blood or Ruin of Oug 
ple. Burt if after this Our Gracious condeſcenſion, they ſhall yet continue to aſliſt 
Our Enemies and Rebels, We do before God charge all the Blood which ſhall be af 
terward ſhed, upon Them and their Adherents. And, We doubt not, by the Bleſſing 
of God upon Our Arms, to force the moſt Obſtinate to their Duty : Though, as We 
have made appear in reducing Our Rebellious Subjects in this Kingdom, We deſire 


to uſe no other Merhods than Lenity and Mercy. 


Groen at Our Court, in Dublin-Caſtle, the Eighth of May, 168 9. 
in the Fifth Tear of Our Reigy. 


God fave the King. 


